THE NAMING.                        CHAP. I.

by the names of Golam Hyder, or Sufdur Allee. It is,
therefore, only by enquiring after their tribe, that it can
be learned such a one is a Syed.

protect every Moosulman  from such  evil and temptation, which it is
highly dishonourable to assert of such respectable characters.
To the writer of these pages (this humble teacher of the alphabet),
the following seems to be the position of the argument worthy of be-
lief; viz. that, since the present period is the termination of the 1248th
year of the Hijree (or flight) of his holiness Mohummud Moostuifa
(the blessing! &c.), and to this day no doctrine has been inculcated at
Mecca or Medina, save that of the sacred Shwrra (or precepts of Mo-
hummud), and no religion professed, except that of the Soonnut-e-
Jzimmavit, we may justly infer that there will be no other.
But to return from this digression.
The Puttfhan caste has descended from the prophet Yaqoob (or
Jacob). Its origin is thus recorded in a work entitled Syer. It is
there said, that the prophet Mohummud Moostuffa (the blessing ! &c.)
in a particular battle, ordered ten officers of rank to take the field.
After all these had been killed, he desired his people to choose a
brave and skilful individual from among themselves, as their leader.
Accordingly, they selected one from among the family of Khalid-bin-
wuleed (a descendant of the prophet's), and prepared themselves for
action. That intrepid warrior having gained the victory, returned
with his forces to the prophet (the blessing! &c.) ; and the latter, on
seeing him, honoured him with the title of F^Ltt'>hcLn (i. e. a victor or
conqueror). In progress of time, the word Futfhan became corrupted
into Putfhan.
Moreover, at a particular battle, the prophet (the blessing-, &c.)
addressed Khalid the son of Wuleed as Khan. Hence, the origin of
that surname. Khan, as well as Beg, are honorary titles, signifying
brave or valiant. The P^Ltt'>hans> thereafter, became of various de-
scriptions, according to their descent; viz.
1st.   Yusoof Zuee ; from Yusoof (or Joseph).
2d. Lodee; from Lodee (or Lot), and so on; they are exceedingly
numerous.
Among all the four classes of Moosulmans, there is to be found a
fifth, denominated Nuwd-ay-tay, which has had its origin after the
days of the prophet (the blessing, Sec.); and their history is as follows.
In the holy (lit. illuminated) city Medina, the inhabitants of a part of
the town having formed the project of conveying the illustrious corpse
(i.e. of the prophet) to some distant country, to collect there the crowd
who go to worship at his shrine, were employed in digging a mine
under gTound; and the subterranean passage was nearly completed,
when